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Mr. Ron Guse

Registrar
Manitoba Pharmaceutical Association
187 St. Mary's Road
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2H 112

Dear Mr. Guse:

Re: Manitoba Pharmaceutical Association - Regulations Discussion Document

The Canadian Medical Protection Association ("CMP A'j and the Manitoba Medical Association
("MMA") wish to jointly comment on the Manitoba Pharmaceutical Association's ("MPAn)
Regulations Discussion Document ("the Discussion Document").

The Pharmaceutical Act ("the Act") gives phannacists the authority to prescribe and administer
drugs in limited circumstances. While the Act received Royal Assent on December 7,2006, we
understand that it will not be proclaimed in force until the regulati9ns, bylaws and code of ethics
are ~reated and passed. Section 74 of the Act requires that a majority of members of the MPA
must approve any regulations before they come into force. It is our understanding that the
approval process of the draft regulations by MP A members is scheduled for January 2008.

While the MPA has released the Discussion Document to its members stating that it is "intended
to stimulate discussion, opinion, understanding and feedback, it seems likely that the Discussion
Document will eventually be used as a framework for the draft regulations. Many ofthe sections
in the Discussion Document involve matters that affect physicians' prescribing practices and the
quality of care provided to patients. For this reason, the Discussion Docwnent raises issues of
relevance for the CMPA, the MMA, and their respective members. At the outset, it might be
helpful for the MPA to have some background information about the CMPA and its activities.

CMP A Functions

The CMPA is the principal provider of medical-legal assistance to Canadian physicians. Just
over 2,600 physicians who practise in Manitoba are CMPA members. The CMPA is a not-for­
profit mutual defence organization operated by physicians for physicians. The most obvious
expression of the CMPA's mandate is providing legal representation to its members and its




